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B eing recently returned from Europe where the roundness
of forms was popular I had to s et aside admiration for Maillol,
U Gill and Dobson to un derstand twl;évosynthes‘—ls of modellmg/ which
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;{"“ 7 %em‘, looked at in terms dfﬁght/?and 8 hades rather than as axial]y~

based g edmetrical formg,

I.ambert_J.Qled for angular, 'Gothic! llnes » particularly in
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The Lawson flgure}s advanced; € ined the
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T”‘” e workshop staff The swaggpg/ ‘the seated/ flgure of the (Lawson ééx‘ g roup,
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—had tobe started. e e T
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ﬁ the St Marys SO].dl“I‘ Job, having beeh des igned in meticulously
careful pencil drawingd was ready for its three-dimensional prelimin aries.
f’r | The St Marys soldier was a most elaborately prepared work.,
Using Snekkar, the 8wedish workshop assistant, as model,
I was reguired to make a full-s ized (6') plaster lay-fig ure. This
plaster figure Lambert improved in posture, breaking it at the joints
when necessary.
Then carefully the figure was clothed in Infantry uniform. Snekkar,
still the model, also wore a uniform,
On two benches side by side J.ay s-upinely in & posture of
death [tm while Lambert explored the Ppossible varlatlons
bl bz “O0o gebefece]
of the folds of the tunic and trouser until-satisfied, The lay figureds

folds were then set with clay water.
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Between the two tables a th#rd was placed for the
construction of the clay model. To use M fullest advantage the

i S
ng:;;g_ur§¢)a pantograph was constructed which could"point" any
salient detail of location from figure to the clay.

More than once I was reminded that I was only the "hand"
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The soldier's body lay on a bed of Flanders mud, Piremass—

///////j} Pt
of clayiwell supported by the wooden bench. Only the hands, being

/// of c
: free, risked drying so these were modelled in plasticine. Hands and

head were touched only by Lambert. This applied also to the Lawson
memorial, :
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For half a year by dl‘itflbg&&ﬂé/%he labouysss- Snekikar
e

s,-had been added to

éép up,—a-yourg boy of fifteen
who with studied

A boy to
the staff He,wéé nickmamed Splinter by Lambert;

politengsé/preflerred to call us Mr Snekkar, Mr Harvey and ¥Vr Murch,
The ¢harlady who called daily to do for the bedroom and ki%chen_he had the ¥IA

o
//QQZ;Zess to call by her Christisn mame, Olive, Her surnam@/néé Broomhead.

Within a year the soldier had reached a finality 6f realistic

textures changing to suit each part.
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Lambert cautioned me—“;i_ém £th
Th
e dis cipline implied placed me in the position of having to understand
'fect

an d an ticipate intentions ,
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avoided the oily look which founary 110158 5U Gavvis —apes oo
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and bland unstated surfaces . Jﬁwé
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The soldier was nearly completed when the Martin Place Cenotaph was

unveiled. The standing figures of soldier and sailorwere severely
~_ critisized. We were given an insight into the response of the public to
d}f“h)~:@tems close to thecheart.
The soldier and sailor stood to attention for all with drill-book

_ 6
minds to inspect and to tell the sculptor through the newspaper %hat
he should know bétter.

Knowin g better was Lambert's pride. Bef He would not risk
being pilloried in a like manner. His malfjor variation from the drillbook had PEF

been the vee-winding of the puttees with the ties at the ankles, These

we rewound and tied below the knees.
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The War Museum loaned its casting expert to convert the soldier's

clay to plaster,
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